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Ktunaxa Knowledge Relationships and 
Institutional Research  

 Within our creation story is evidence that we have a long tradition of 
accessing knowledge, sharing knowledge and bringing our selves together 
to consider how to address issues in a collective manner that is also 
thoughtful and future oriented. 

 



Throughout early Treaty Documentations at Hells’ 
Gate, again this sort of gathering of perspective is 
evidenced. 

Throughout modern day treaty we have prided 
ourselves on community based engagement 
with varying success…. 

 
And we continue to gather people together in 
spite of on going genocidal impacts and 
trauma sustained from modern methods of 
socialization. 



The “Ktunaxa approach” reflects a relational 
identity (which was evidenced in MASam 
unpublished MSW project “A Ktunaxa 
Perception of the Welfare of Our Children” 
2003) as well as recently at Qatmuk gathering 
2012 which is not reflected in modern 
individualistic approaches, values and 
philosophies.  



This is sacred work in addition to being 
intellectual and political work. 

 



Something to consider… 



Indigenous Learning 
…the fact that different cultures can have 
radically different world views reveals 
something very interesting, not just about 
cultures, not just about language, but 
about reality itself and the way in which 
we can come to know it.  McPherson, D., 
and Rabb, J.D.. (1993). Indian from the 
Inside. 



Understanding arises from experience.  
 
Understanding is always a matter of 
integrating the parts of a whole.  
 
 
 
 
  



Integration is always but one of many 
possible integrations. 
 
Integration requires practice.  



Practice requires experience.  
 

Experience is meaning making and 
interpretation.  

Experience is culturally, socially, and historically 
constructed. 



Circuit of Culture (du Gay, 1998): a framework 



Interpretation cannot happen without 
acknowledgement and understanding of the 
cultural, historical, and literary context. 

Interpretation is both a collective and an 
individual act(ion)(s) 

 



PRIMARY SOURCE DATA WITHIN A CIRCUIT OF 
CULTURE: How does this become a Hermeneutic 
Circle? 



Hermeneutics is the act of interpretation of text.  
 
 Since we are an oral based culture, with stories, 
do we practice hermeneutics?  
 Can we?  
 Have we been doing so since  time 
immemorial? 
 Has our ability and opportunity to do so been 
impacted/interrupted?  

 
 



Research creates policy and 
policy generates programs. 
…Because the research that 
influences policy and shapes 
practices that impact 
Indigenous communities 
emerges from Western, not 
Indigenous, knowledges or 
forms of inquiry. The 
proposition is that the 
methodology itself 
necessarily influences 
outcomes. (Kovach, 2009, p 13). 
 



SECONDARY SOURCE DATA 
WITHIN A CIRCUIT OF CULTURE 



Primary Source 
Data 

Secondary 
Source Data 

Decolonizing 
methodologies 

INTERACTION OF CIRCUITS OF CULTURE WITHIN 
RESEARCH RELATIONSHIPS 

Indigenous 
methodologies 

Western 
methodologies 



TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KTUNAXA NATION 



DYSCONSCIOUSNESS 

“A subjective identification with an 
ideological viewpoint that admits no 
fundamentally alternative vision of 
society” 

      (in King, J.E., 1991 pg 135) 
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2nd 
Decade 

3rd/4th 
Decade 

5th/6th 
Decade 

Old Age 

  School Failure 
  Teen Pregnancy 
  Criminality 

  Obesity 
  Elevated Blood 

Pressure 
  Depression 

  Coronary Heart 
Disease 

  Diabetes 

  Premature 
Aging 

  Memory Loss 

  Economic 
Development 

  Land Claims/ 
Treaty 

  Education 

  Child Welfare 
  Mental 

health 
  Addictions 

  Residential 
Schools/ 

  Disease 
  1st wave urban 

migration 

  Disease 
  Residential 

Schools 
  Welfare/Relief 
  Dis-

enfranchisement 



Methods 
(mixed and contextualized) 

Methodologies 

Theoretical Perspectives: 
Explanations/Explorations 

Ontologies Epistemologies 

 
Primitivist 
Ideology? 

Whose  
Ethics? 

Cosmologies   

Axiological 
Processes 

Teleology  (Outcome, Vision, Purpose, Intent) 
Place Based Indigenous Peoples Knowledge Relationships-Indigenous Peoples 

Interests 

Transforming Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge 
Relationships with/in Research 



Ideology 

Ethics 

Funding 

Theory 
Methods 

Epistemology 
Ontologies 

Axiologies 

Cosmologies 

'Strong, healthy citizens and communities speaking our languages and celebrating
   who we are and our history in our ancestral homelands, working   

 together, managing our lands and resources, as a self-     
 sufficient, self-governing Nation. 



Ktunaxa Social Governance: Considering Self-
Development 

Ktunaxa 
Peoplehood 

History &  
Research 

Social 
Epigenetics 


