
Pieces of History
  • WITNESS •

We are looking for wood, shingles, brick, 
glass, metal, books, photographs and other 
materials from residential school sites and 

affiliated structures like churches, 
courthouses, and government buildings.

 
Our goal is to collect 2,500 

Pieces of History for our blanket.
 

You can share your piece by mail, or give it 
to us when we are in your region on a 

Gathering Trip.  

People from all parts of Canada, of all 
faiths, ethnicities and generations, are 

called upon to participate.

TAKE PART

Contact us for more information.

 online at www.witnessblanket.ca
by email info@witnessblanket.ca

toll free at 1 (855) 888.6998
fax 250.384.1586

mailing address
Witness Blanket

231 Regina Avenue
Victoria, BC   V8Z 1J6

Many of us didn’t experience the residential 
schools firsthand, but are able to witness 

through learning and active participation in 
the reconciliation process. Spread the word 
now, by sharing our project or becoming a 

community champion.

SHARE

Witness Blanket @WitnessBlanket

CONTACT



The blanket is a universal symbol of 
protection.  For many of us, it 

identifies who we are and where 
we’re from – we wear them in 

ceremony and give them as gifts.  
Blankets protect our young and 

comfort our elders.

 Inspired by a woven blanket, we are 
creating a large scale art installation, made 

out of items reclaimed from residential 
schools, churches, government buildings 
and traditional structures across Canada. 

The Witness Blanket will stand as a 
national monument to recognise the 

atrocity of the Indian Residential School 
era, honour the children, and symbolise 

ongoing reconciliation.

To bear witness, or to show by your 
existence that something is true, is to pay 

tribute to all who have been directly or 
indirectly affected by Canada’s Indian 

Residential Schools.

Strewn in the wake of the Indian 
Residential Schools are an immeasurable 

number of broken or damaged pieces. 
These fragmented cultures, crumbling 
buildings, segments of language, and 
grains of diminished pride are often 

connected only by the common 
experience that created them. Imagine 

those pieces, symbolic and tangible, woven 
together in the form of a blanket. A blanket 

made from pieces of residential schools, 
churches, government buildings, and 

cultural structures.

A blanket where the story of each 
piece is as important to its 

construction as the wood and screws 
that hold it together.

A blanket with the sole purpose of 
standing in eternal witness to the effects 
of the Indian Residential School era – the 
system created and run by churches and 

the Canadian government to “take the 
Indian out of the child”. Left alone, these 
pieces may be forgotten, lost, buried, or 

worse – be uncomfortable reminders that 
leave painful impressions on the minds 

and hearts of those who recognize what 
they represent. Individually, they are 

paragraphs of a disappearing narrative. 
Together they are strong and formidable, 

collectively able to recount for future 
generations the true story of loss, 
strength, reconciliation and pride.

INSPIRATION

THE PROJECT BEAR WITNESS

There are also many of us whose lives have 
been directly impacted by the atrocities of 

the residential schools. Some of us were 
students. Some of us saw elders, mothers, 

and fathers struggle to overcome the 
difficult experience of being there.

If you wish, we invite you to share your 
story with us.

SURVIVORS


